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Navkar Mantra

Namo Arihantanam I bow down to Arihanta
Namo Siddhanam I bow down to Siddha
Namo Ayariyanam I bow down to Acharya 
Namo Uvajjhayanam I bow down to Upadhyaya
Namo Loe Savva-sahunam I bow down to Sadhu and Sadhvi
Eso Panch Namokaro These five bowings downs
Savva-pavappanasano Destroy all the sins
Manglananch Savvesim Amongst all that is auspicious
Padhamam Havei Mangalam This Navkar Mantra is the foremost
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Chief Guest of 24th Mahaveer Awards 
Presentation Function on 2nd March 2022

Chief Guest

Shri OM BIRLA
Honourable Speaker of Lok Sabha
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Bhagwan Mahaveer Foundation
The Bhagwan Mahaveer Foundation was established in 1994 by Shri N.Sugalchand Jain 
under the Chairmanship of Bharat Ratna Late Shri C.Subrananiam. The Foundation 
identifies, encourages and honours individuals and institutions who are doing selfless 
service for the underprivileged in our society. 

MAHAVEER AWARDS

The Bhagwan Mahaveer Foundation instituted Mahaveer Awards in 1995. The Awards are 
given for excellence in human endeavour in the following fields 

	 Non-Violence & Vegetarianism, 
	 Education, 
	 Medicine, 
	 Community & Social Service 

This is an annual Award. The awards carry a cash component of Rs.10 Lakhs each with a 
memento and a citation.

Initially the Foundation instituted one award under the category Community & Social 
Service. Gradually, the number of awards increased from 1 to 4 over the years and the 
total cash component of the award from ₹ 5 Lakh to ₹ 40 Lakh. If the nomination received 
in a particular year, for a certain category does not meet the expected standards, then 
the awards in that category are not presented. 

Nominations in the prescribed format are invited from district administrators, legislators, 
bureaucrats, educationists, media, social workers, parliamentarians and other eminent 
people. The received nominations are submitted to the Shortlisting Committee who 
prepare a shortlist of the nominations. The Shortlisted nominees are visited to ascertain 
the overall genuineness and the positive impact of services rendered by the nominees. 

The shortlisted nominations and visit reports are placed before the Selection Jury, which 
is headed by Justice Shri M N Venkatachaliah, Former Chief Justice of India who evaluate 
and decide the awardees. The awards are presented in  formal function by eminent 
personalities like the President of India, Vice President, Governors, Chief Minister, 
Ministers etc.

So far 80 awardees from 21 States and 1 Union Territory have been honoured and the 
total award money amounts to Rs. 6.25 crores. 
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Shri N.Sugalchand Jain
Founder Trustee

Shri Prasanchand Jain
Managing Trustee

Shri Pravin B.Chheda 
 Trustee

Shri Vinodh Kumar
Trustee

Shri Pramod Jain
 Trustee

Shri Pratik Jain
 Trustee

Shri K.Nanda Kishore, I.A.S..(Retd.),  
Advisor

Trustees
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Scope of Awards

Non-Violence
&
Vegetarianism

a.	 Propagation of vegetarianism
b.	 Practice of vegetarianism
c.	 Protection and care of animals, birds and reptiles.
d.	 Improvement in livestock
e.	 Provide selfless service and compassion
f.	 Creative work in promoting Non-violence

Education a.	 Potential ideas that bring about improvement in educational practice
b.	 Efforts to educate the tribal and villagers .
c.	 Improvement in communication systems, Literacy campaigns, improvement 

in attendance in rural schools, reduction of school drop-outs rehabilitation of 
the mentally retarded and slow learners.

d.	 Innovative educational practices.
	 Vocational training or any other alternative system of education.

Medicine

Community 
&
Social Service

a.	 Dedication to the care of underserved populations.
b.	 Demonstrated altruism, compassion and personal involvement  while 

providing quality health care to distressed, marginalized, underserved 
population in community.

c.	 Contributing better healthcare for rural population.
	 Free or low-cost medical care facilities for women and children, pre-natal and 

post-natal care, education for better health and hygiene, better nutrition for 
children.

a.	 Supply of pure drinking water, initiation and improvement in sanitary facilities, 
low cost balanced diet.

b.	 Improvement in village roads, transport and communication systems
c.	 Rehabilitation of vulnerable children, work in slums.
d.	 Free or low-cost legal aid to women in distress, creating general awareness 

among women about their rights.
e.	 Care, education and rehabilitation of the mentally retarded and the physically 

challenged and dyslexic children.
f.	 Rehabilitation of persons afflicted by leprosy 
g.	 Dalit and Tribal Welfare
h.	 Removal of Untouchability 
i.	 Rural Development



Bhagwan Mahaveer Foundation

5

Invite Nominations
Nominations in the prescribed format are invited from around the country.

District administrators, legislators, bureaucrats, educationists, media, social workers, members of legislative 
assembly and parliament and other eminent people are requested to send nominations of persons, institutions 
they may have come across.

Short-list
The received nominations are submitted to the Short-listing Committee.

The Short-listing Committee prepares a short-list of the nominations.

Visit the Nominees
The Short-listed nominees are visited by the representatives of the Foundation in their place of service, to 
ascertain the overall genuineness and the positive impact of services rendered by the nominees amongst the 
people

Selection Jury
The Selection Jury is headed by Justice Shri M N Venkatachaliah, Former Chief Justice of India.

The short-listed nominations and visit reports are placed before the Selection Jury, who evaluate and decide 
the awardees.

Award Function
The awards are  presented in formal functions by eminent personalities like the President of India,                                                
Vice -President, Governors, Chief Minister, Ministers and other eminent persons.

Selection Process
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Members of Shortlisting Committee

Dr. S. Chinny Krishna,  
Co- Founder & Chairman 

Blue Cross of India &
Chairman Emeritus FIAPO

Shri Kailashmull Dugar 
Former President, 

Rajasthani Association, 
Tamil Nadu

Shri D.K.Oza, I.A.S. (retd.), 
Former Vice Chancellor of Gandhigram 

Rural University, Tamil Nadu

Shri Naresh Gupta, I.A.S, (retd.), 
Former Chief Electoral Officer, 

Tamil Nadu

Shri P.Shankar, I.A.S. (retd.),  
Former Chief Vigilance 

Commissioner

Dr.T.S.Surendran
Director, Paediatric Ophthalmology, 

Sankara Nethralaya
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Justice  Shri M.N.Venkatachaliah 
Former Chief Justice of India 

Chairman Selection Jury

Poojya Acharya 
Shri Chandanaji Maharaj, 

Eminent Sanyasini and 
Social Reformer

Shri D.R.Mehta, 
I.A.S. (Retd.), 

Former Chairman, 
Securities and Exchange 

Board of India

Shri S.Gurumurthy, 
Editor – Thuglak, 

Part-time Director of RBI

Shri Prabhat Kumar, 
I.A.S. (Retd.), 

Former Cabinet Secretary, 
Government of India

Prof. B.M.Hegde, 
Chairman Bharatiya 

Vidya Bhavan, 
Mangalore Kendra

Justice Shri G.S.Singhvi 
Former Judge of Supreme 

Court of India

Shri T.S.Krishnamurthy, 
Former Chief Election 
Commissioner of India

Prof. M.S.Swaminathan 
Chairman Emeritus, 

M.S.Swaminathan Research 
Foundation, Chennai

Members of Selection Jury



Bhagwan Mahaveer Foundation

8

2022 - 24th Award
Shri Om Birla

Honourable Speaker 
of Lok Sabha

2021- 22nd & 23rd Award 
His Excellency,

Thiru. Banwarilal Purohit
Governor of Tamil Nadu

2018- 21st Award
His Excellency

Shri M.Venkaiah Naidu
Vice President of India

2017- 20th Award
Dr. Subramanian Swamy

Hon’ble Member of Rajya Sabha

2016 - 19th Award
Shri. S. Gurumurthy

Editor Thuglak, 
Part-time Director of RBI 

2015 - 18th Award
Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot
Hon’ble Union Minister for

Social Justice & Empowerment

2015 - 17th Award
Dr. S.S. Badrinath

Chairman Emeritus
Sankara Nethralaya 

2013 - 16th Award
His Excellency

Shri. M. Hamid Ansari
Vice President of India

2012 - 15th Award
His Excellency
Dr. K. Rosaiah

Governor of Tamil Nadu

Chief Guests 
of Mahaveer Award Functions
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2011 - 14th Award 
His Excellency

Shri. M.K. Narayanan
Governor of West Bengal

2010 - 13th Award
Prof. M.S. Swaminathan

Chairman Emeritus M. S. Swaminathan 
Research Foundation, Chennai

2008 - 11th & 12th Award
Her Excellency,

Smt. Pratibha Patil
President of India

2006 - 10th Award
His Excellency,

Shri. T.N. Chaturvedi
Governor of Karnataka

2005 - 9th Award
His Excellency

Shri. Surjeet Singh Barnala
Governor of Tamil Nadu

2003 - 7th & 8th Award
His Excellency

Shri. K.R Malkani
Lt. Governor of Pondicherry

2000 - 6th Award
Shri. P.T.R Palanivelrajan

Hon’ble Speaker of Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly

1999 - 5th Award
Dr. M. Karunanidhi

Hon’ble Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu

1998 - 4th Award
His Excellency

Shri. Krishan Kant
Vice President of India

1997- 3rd Award
Shri. Karan Singh

Hon’ble Member of Rajya Sabha

1996 - 2nd Award
Shri. C. Subramaniam

Former Governor of Maharashtra

1995 -1st Award
His Excellency

Shri. K.R Narayanan
Vice President of India
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24th Mahaveer Awards

Non-Violence & Vegetarianism 
Shri Jasraj Shrishrimal

Telangana

Education 
Mahila Abhivrudhhi Mattu Samrakshana Samsthe, 

Karnataka
Represented by  Ms. Sitavva Jodatti

Medicine 
Sadguru Netra Chikitsalaya 

Madhya Pradesh
Represented by  Dr.B.K.Jain

Community & Social Service
Society for Education, 

Action & Research in Community Health, 
Maharashtra   

Represented by
Dr. Abhay Bang and Dr. Rani Bang
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Shri Jasraj Shrishrimal organises rallies, press 
conferences, seminars, public meetings and lectures 
for animal rights and welfare. He led a movement in 
1989 against setting up of India’s largest Abattoir ‘Al-
Kabeer’ intended to slaughter 4000 animals every 
day. As advocate he took up the cases in High Court 
and Supreme Court, and stopped establishment of Al 
Kabeer slaughter house for 18 months. 

He rescued 5500 cattle from illegal slaughter houses 
and sent them to Goshalas. About 300 animals like 
buffaloes, dogs and some birds, 480 camels were 
rescued and sent to People For Animals, Sirohi. He 
contributed time and money in establishing 40 
Goshalas in Andhra Pradesh. 

As the President of Govansh Hathiya and Mans Niryat 
Nirodh Parishad, New Delhi (National organisation 
against cow slaughter and meat export), he holds 
meetings in different parts of the country, promoting 
utility of cow dung and cow urine.  As the president 

of ‘Jeeyo Aur Jeene Do’ Trust and ‘Pashu Pranibali 
Nirmolan Mahasangh’ Trust, he prevents the sacrifices 
of animals and birds, in the name of the God and 
Goddess.

He is publishing articles in Telugu journals and 
through TV programmes, promoting vegetarianism. 
More than 3500 people have adopted vegetarianism 
by his effort.

24th Mahaveer Award 
Non-Violence & Vegetarianism

Shri Jasraj Shrishrimal, Telangana
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24th Mahaveer Award
Education

Mahila Abhivruddhi Mattu Samrakshana Samsthe, Karnataka

Mahila Abhivruddhi Mattu Samrakshana Samsthe 
(MASS) works with dalit women, ex-Devadasi 
women and their children. MASS was registered as 
a membership organisation in 1997 with 3779 ex-
devadasi women as its members. 

MASS is providing livelihood promotion for ex-
devadasis and dalits, services for ensuring quality 
education to dalit children, campaign against child 
marriage and legal support for women victims of 
injustice.

70 Learning Centres are established in Raibag, Chikodi, 
Athani & Hukkeri taluka for providing education to 
children belonging to underprivileged sections of 
society.  It ensures 100% enrolment of children and 
re-enrolment of drop out children, special coaching 
classes for underprivileged students to get admission 
in good schools like the Novoday and Murarji schools. 
So far, 1136 students secured admission in these 
private schools.  

MASS is implementing an advocacy and lobbying 
programme to secure rights of children in 16 remote 
villages of Chikkodi block. It conducts health camps 
for underprivileged children. It keeps strict vigil in 
the district to ensure that there are no incidences of 
Devadasi dedications. 

It encourages women to participate in the 
mainstream of society and empowers them 
financially. About 300 SHGs have been 
formed in 7 Blocks, and helps these groups 
in obtaining good credit linkages with 
banks and financial institutions. It helps 
in mobilising housing finance, providing 
working capital, starting education fund, 
death relief fund to perform last rites, 
relief assistance during floods and other 
need based support. Rs. 40 lakh loan from 
the corpus and Rs.60 lakh subsidy from 
Karnataka State Women Development 
Corporation were given to 730 members.
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24th Mahaveer Award 
Medicine 

Sadguru Netra Chikitsalaya, Madhya Pradesh

Sadguru Netra Chikitsalaya is a state-of-the-art 
Tertiary Eye Care Hospital & Post Graduate Institute 
of Ophthalmology. It has achieved national and 
international recognitions for its service delivery, 
modern ophthalmic practices, training and its 
community-oriented reach out activities.

Sadguru Netra Chikitsalaya, has grown from a 12 
bed dispensary in 1972 to one of the world’s largest 
eye care service providers. The Hospital has latest 
equipment and specialty departments, providing 
quality and low cost Sustainable Comprehensive Eye 
Care Services. The Chikitsalaya is performing 1.40 lakh 
eye surgeries every year.

Poor patients who are not able to meet the expenses 
constitute 80% of the total patients. They are provided 
all services like cost of transportation, food & lodging, 
the cost of surgeries & medicine and spectacles free 
of cost. The remaining 20% of patients are highly 
subsidized and paid section.

Free eye check-up camps are 
conducted in the villages. 
The Chikitsalaya has made  
Chitrakoot, Banda, Hamirpur, 
Satna and Panna Districts in 
Madhya Pradesh & Uttar Pradesh 
cataract backlog free areas.

Outreach programs like screening 
camps and providing primary eye 
care services are conducted in 
districts of Uttar Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh. In the year 2019-
20 it conducted 3500+ outreach 
camps. It has 43 primary eye 
care centers & City Clinics, which 

annually serve around 3 lakh patients.

Sadguru Netra Chikitsalaya is functioning under the 
aegis of Shri Sadguru Seva Sangh Trust.
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24th Mahaveer Award
Community & Social Service

Society for Education, Action and Research in Community Health, Maharashtra

Society for Education, Action and Research in 
Community Health (SEARCH) was established by 
Dr.Abhay Bang and Dr.Rani Bang in 1986 in Gadchiroli 
District of Maharashtra, one of the most impoverished 
districts in India with tribals constituting 40% of its 
population. SEARCH is making affordable health care 
available to the rural and tribal poor and marginalised 
for over 34 years, reaching out to 134 villages. 

SEARCH is running a Hospital called Maa Danteshwari 
Tribal Hospital serving the rural and tribal patients of 
2500 villages in Gadchiroli and adjoining districts. OPD 
with various specialist services are provided to 55,000 
patients annually. The Hospital has diagnostic services 
including pathology, microbiology, biochemistry, 
haematology, X-Ray, sonography, inpatient facilities 
for paediatrics, obstetrics and gynaecology, 
malaria, snake and scorpion bites, and facility with 
accommodation for patients and their attendants. 

Through Surgical operation camps it is conducting 
500 major operations. It runs a pharmacy providing 
low cost, quality medicines.

Community health program are conducted serving 
150 tribal and rural villages covering a population 
of 1,20,000. It is training women community health 
workers to provide Home-based Mother, New-born 
and Child Care (HBMNCC) in 39 villages in Gadchiroli 
district, reducing the infant mortality by 42% in the 
region. 

It conducts research in maternal, new-born and child 
health, chronic diseases and health services, conducts 
census and demographic data collection in 88 villages 
in Gadchiroli district.

It started a de-addiction program called Muktipath 
benefitting 12 lakh persons from 1400 villages.


